
Site 20: Weißenhäuser Brök 
 
20.1 Change of the site by project activities: 
The focus of the project at that site is on improving 
the conservation status of the dunes on one hand 
and on establishing huge reed beds as breeding 
habitat for Bittern, Marsh harrier and Spotted 
crake on the other hand.  
The dune habitats especially the habitat type of 
grey dunes is recovering. The amount of litter was 
removed and bare ground also occurs. The Rosa 
rugosa which is covering the highest parts of the 
dunes was reduced in height and coverage about 
50% within the grazed area. Typical plants which 
are  increasing on the re-opened space in between 
the remaining scrub are Thymus pulegioides, Viola 
tricolor, Galium verum and Helictotrichon 
pratense. The grazing period at the moment is 
about from late August to midth of April. 
Vegetation in wet dune slacks was also positively 
reacting on the grazing. Salix scrub is opened and 
high grasses as Reed and Calamagrostis 
canescens are reduced in coverage. By that plants 
as Ophioglossum vulgatum and Parnassia 
palustris are secured for survival or even 
spreading.  
A problem grass in dry habitats is Calamagrostis 
epigejos. This grass tends to dominate in dry 
habitats due to eutrophication and litter disposal. 
Cattle in summer grazing do not like to graze it. In 
winter the robust cattle -especially in late winter 
without supplementary feeding- graze the dense 
stands of C. epigejos. The litter was removed and 
on the open soil in the stands rare plants as 
Dianthus delteoides could be found again.   
The area was identified as a potential Natterjack 
toad habitat. But due to pump draining in the 
hinterland dune slacks have low water levels and 
start to dry up early or are even dry all the time. So 
it was decided to deepen one of the dune slacks 
which had vegetation indicating some 
eutrophication in the soil. At this place leftovers 
from a former camping site, which was there in the 
1950ies, were found. Organic soil contaminated 
with metal and bottles was driven to a soil disposal 
site. The sand was used to recreate formerly 
levelled dunes. By that a natural depression in the 
dune with a potential natter jack breeding pond 
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was reactivated. The re-introduction of Natterjack 
toad started in 2010 and will go on further.   
The bird inventory at the site in 2010 gave some 
interesting data. In the dunes breeding Northern 
Wheatear (Oenanthe oenathe) has been found 
again after about 30 years in the former natural 
dune breeding habitat dunes. The bird is reacting 
positive on the amount of bare ground and short 
vegetation, which provides more insects on the 
warmer grounds.  
The cattle grazing has reactivated a flower rich 
grey dune community. In 2011 spreading of the 
red list plants Helichrysum arenarium und Narduus 
stricta were monitored by finding many young 
plants during a visit on the presentation of results 
at 6/2011.  
 
20.2 Remaining challenges and actions:  
The project aims for that site are reached. Grazing 
needs to be focused on Rosa rugosa in summer. 
At the edges of the new dune slack reed is 
growing. To keep the reed low a grazing over 
summer is required. This was discussed on a site 
visit together with the permitting authorities in 
6/201  1. It was decided to start whole year grazing 
on the western dune sections in 2012 for 
improving the effect on Rosa rugosa. 
 
20.3 Public perception:  
The municipality of Wangels was very critical 
towards the idea to graze the dunes. They were 
afraid of conflicts between tourists and cattle. So it 
fitted perfectly that the grazing started as winter 
grazing from September until Easter holiday in 
April. Also the manager of the adjacent holiday 
centre “Weißenhaus” was sceptical. In several 
rounds of negotiations finally the grazing could 
start, after public path through the dunes were 
fenced off. 
The feedback from the tourists was good, because 
many people like the highland cattle grazing in the 
area. Meantime the grazing is accepted and the 
holiday centre put information about the project on 
the own brochure. In 2011 the official 
management plan implementation process started. 
The public participated interested and friendly in 
the start-up meeting. 
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